
KAZAKHSTAN 
 
Flag Description: Sky blue background representing the endless sky and a gold sun 
with 32 rays soaring above a golden steppe eagle in the center; on the hoist side is a 
"national ornamentation" in gold. Background: Native Kazakhs, a mix of Turkic 

and Mongol nomadic tribes who 
migrated into the region in the 
13th century, were rarely united 
as a single nation. The area was 
conquered by Russia in the 18th 
century, and Kazakhstan became 
a Soviet Republic in 1936. During 
the 1950s and 1960s so called  
"Virgin Lands" program, Soviet 
citizens were encouraged to help 
cultivate Kazakhstan's northern 
pastures. This influx of 
immigrants (mostly Russians, but 
also some other deported 
nationalities) skewed the ethnic 
mixture and enabled non-Kazakhs 

to outnumber natives. Independence in 1991 caused many of these newcomers to emigrate. Kazakhstan's economy is 
larger than those of all the other Central Asian states combined, largely due to the country's vast natural resources 
and a recent history of political stability. Current issues include: developing a cohesive national identity; expanding 
the development of the country's vast energy resources and exporting them to world markets; achieving a sustainable 
economic growth; diversifying the economy outside the oil, gas, and mining sectors; enhancing Kazakhstan's 
competitiveness; and strengthening relations with neighboring states and other foreign powers. 

 

Geography Location: Central Asia, northwest of China; a small portion west of the Ural River in eastern-most 
Europe. Area: total: 2,717,300 sq km. Area - comparative: slightly less than four times the size of Texas. Land 
boundaries: total: 12,012 km. Border countries: China 1,533 km, Kyrgyzstan 1,051 km, Russia 6,846 km, 
Turkmenistan 379 km, Uzbekistan 2,203 km. Coastline: (landlocked); note - Kazakhstan borders the Aral Sea, now 
split into two bodies of water (1,070 km), and the Caspian Sea (1,894 km). Climate: continental, cold winters and 
hot summers, arid and semiarid. Terrain: extends from the Volga to the Altai Mountains and from the plains in 
western Siberia to oases and desert in Central Asia. Natural resources: major deposits of petroleum, natural gas, 
coal, iron ore, manganese, chrome ore, nickel, cobalt, copper, molybdenum, lead, zinc, bauxite, gold, uranium. 
Natural hazards: earthquakes in the south, mudslides around Almaty. Geography - note: landlocked; Russia leases 
approximately 6,000 sq km of territory enclosing the Baykonur Cosmodrome; in January 2004, Kazakhstan and 
Russia extended the lease to 2050. (CIA World Factbook 2007). 
 
2006 Carr, Pers, Armd, 8x8. BTR-80. 

Kazakhstan has an unknown number of BTR-80 

APCs as well as wheeled rocket launchers; all 
supplied by Russia. (See Russia for vehicle details).
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