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When the US Army entered Saudi
Arabia for Desert Shield, and later
Desert Storm, they brought with them
the German Army's NBC reconnais-
sance vehicle, the six wheeled, TPzl
Fuchs. Designed by Thyssen Henshel
and produced with General Dynamics,
the Fuchs filled the perceived need for a
mobile, off-the-shelf NBC reconnais-
sance vehicle.

The US had already ordered 23 of the
vehiclesinadditiontothe 6 already with
the 92d Chemical Company, 3rd Infan-
try Division (Wurzburg, Germany), and
the three test vehicles on hand with the
9th Division at Fort Lewis, Washington.
(48 Fuchs had already been budgeted
for delivery to US Army Europe (USA-
REUR) during fiscal year 1992,

In addition the German Army contrib-
‘ed 60 more Fuchs from their stocks
ruse in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. At
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least one Fuchs also found its way into
the US MArine Corps, bearing the se-
rial number 000001 (see photo next
page).

Using a four man crew (driver, com-
mander and two survey personnel) the
...continued next page

A TPz1 Fuchs at full speed.
Photo :Thyssen Henschel
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..continued from page 1
vehicle samples both soil and air quality
while on the move. A few molecules of air are
drawn down into the system where they are
bombarded with electrons. The brokendown
samples are then diagnosed by the vehicle's
computer ( a Mobile Mass Spectrometer).
The Mass Spectrometer is capable of diag-
nosing more than 600 different substances
and can tell when people have been in an
area by thefats, oilsand waxes left behind, as
well as detecting NBC contaminents.

Fuchsvehicles usually work in pairsor threes,

ground sampling being accomplished atslow
speeds. Air samples can be taken at speeds
up to 30 mile per hour. When a suspected
area is encountered, the vehicles spread out
to quickly determine the extent of the

Height: 2.3 m (8.0 ft)
Engine: One V8 diesel producing 320 hp
Transmission: 6 speed automatic

Max Road Speed: 96 kp/h (65 mph)
Range: 800 km (500 miles)
Wheels driven: 6 X 6
Wheels steered: 4

Tire size: 14.00 X 20
Vertical obstacle: .6 m (2 ft)
Weight: 17000 kg (18.7 tons)
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EDITORIAL

Here it is, the first annual issue (#7) ar
thought I'd take just a little of our prec’
space to say hello and give you an upa ..
on where the newsletter is going, and my
plans for the next year. First of all of course,
is the news that there is going to be a next
year. The response has been very encour-
aging and | already have the funding to en-
sure another year of ARMORED CAR. As of
today | have subscribers in 17 countries, in-
cluding the US. AC has truely become inter-
national.

As for those that have contributed, or prom-
ised to contribute material, if you've sent
things in... Thank You! For those that have
promised... please send in your contribu-
tion.

..best to all, Dave

contamination. Operational demandson
the new machines were severe, with the
US Army putting as many miles on their
machines in three months, as they would
have received in a year of service in
Europe.

Vehiclesalsoincludespeech securedradio
equipment, an automatic position and
navigation system, and meteorlogical
Sensors.

Production of the Fuchs started in 1977
with first deliveries of the initial order of
996 TPz1'sin 1979. Production wasorigi-
nally scheduled for approximately 160
units per year to supply German Army
needs.

Completely amphibious and propelled in
the water by two propellers as well as wheel
rotation, there are several versions of the
Fuchs including; armored personnel carri-
ers, engineer reconnaissance, armored
ambulance, radar, and several radio and

Above: The US Marine NBC Fuchs after its return from Saudi Arabia still marked
in Desert Storm colors of sand with black V markings. This machine was photo-
graphed at a display in San Diego, California. Photo © Jim Loop, September 1991.

Below: One of the Thyssen Henshel/General Dynamics machines under test in 1990.
Photo Thyssen Henshel.

radio intercept vehicles.

There are two models of the Fuchs avail-
able. A 1/35th vacumform by Schmidt
Modelbau (this is a basic kit, with justan
overall shape to work with) and a 1/87th
version from Minitanks. The 1/87th
vehicle can be built as either the standard
personnel carrier, or the NBC reconnais-
sance version. The smaller kit is the bet-
ter of the two with much more detail, and
a lower price.

SPECIFICATIONS:

Crew: 4

Armament: (1) 7.62mm LMG
Length: 7.3 meters (23.9 ft)
Width: 2.98 m (9.8 ft)
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ARMORED CARS
AT THE ROYAL
TOURNAMENT

by Peter Brown

Each year the British armed forces stage a
display in aid of service charities at Earls
Court, London, hosted in turn by each serv-
ice. The 1991 event was an Army show, with
the theme of Cavalry and Communication.

Thestory of mounted troops was broughtup
to date with the inclusion of several historic
vehicles from the Tank Museum collection
at Bovington, Great Britian.

ForARMORED CARreaders1 willleave out
references to the Light Tank Mk VIb (which
broke down on the last day of the show) and
the Tetrarch,and concentrate on the wheeled
items. I was part of the team running the
vehicles in the display, drivers were all
Museum staff with crews and helpers pro-
vided by the Friends of the Tank Museum
who raise funds and generally aid the Mu-
seum. Some two dozen of us contributed
days and evens weeks to help out.

Star and oldest vehicle was the Rolls-Royce
1920 Mk 1. This isas original asany other 70
year old car, and has led a long and varied
service life. It carries its original registra-
tion number, H3830 and WD Census Num-
ber M247. All inter-

The Car served with the 5th in Ireland until
1922, then back to England from 1923-27.
From 1927-29 it was with the International
Forcesentbythe League of Nations toShang-
hai. The Museum usually keeps the vehicle
finished in the colors and markings of one of
the four cars in No 4 Section, Shanghai,
commanded by Liecutenant "Rickie"
Richards MC (later Major General G.W.
Richards, CB, CBE, DSO & Bar, MC, OL).
The Company then went to Egypt from
1929 until 1932.

The car was handed over to the 12th Lanc-
ers (Prince of Wales's), when the 5th ACC
re-equippped with light tanks. The 12th
Lancers used the car until they returned to
the UK in 1934, when it was taken onto the
strength of the 11th Hussars (Prince Al-
bert's Own).

It served with the 11th in Egypt and Pales-
tine. In 1938 the 1920 pattern cars were re-
placed by the then new Morris AC9 type
(the 1924 pattern cars were retained) and
our car came back to theUK. In 1939 it was
handed over to the 1st Derbyshire Yeo-
manry who used it for anti-invasions pa-
trols on the north-east coast until they were
re-equipped with more modern AFVs.

Finally in late 1940 the car arrived at Bo-
vington, to be precise, the Army AFV school
(which is now the Driving and Maintenance
School). In 1946 the Royal Armored Corps
Tank Museum was being established, and
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with theadvent of the RAC Tank Museum,
M247 became one of its exhibits. Ithas be-
maintained in running order every sinc
For the Tournament the RR was gi\'cn?
temporary coat of sand yellow paint and
christened HMACAMAZIN, atypicalname
used by RAF armored car units operating
Rolls-Royces in the 1920s. It appeared in
each show three times and caused quite a
stir. The show arena is built over a swim-
ming pool, and at six tons with narrow tires
the pressure generated threatend a sudden
decent into the pool. It was restricted to a
tight turn into and out of the arena. Its first
appearance in each performance was very
spectacular, as it glided onto a darkened
stage through smoke to the strains of Law-
rence of Arabia and a suitable commentary.

The old joke about the loudest thing on a
Rolls-Royce being the dashboard clock is
almost true - under armor the seven liter en-
gine is very quiet.

Later in the perforniance the Rolls led a
Daimler Scout Car (Dingo) and a Daimler
Ferret onto the stage.

The 1920 Pattem Rolls-Royce Amored (€
preserved at The Tank Museum, Bovingloi...
Finished as a No 4 Section Car.
Photo Copyright, The Tank Museum.

war service vehicles
carried both. The M
prefix denotes a Car,
and was used on all
types of car. The
prefix for armored
cars was changed to
F in the 1930s.

The Tank Museum's
Rolls was issued new
in January 1921 to
5th Armored Car
Company, Tank
Corps at Marlbor-
ough Barracks,Dub-
lin. (This unit had
been formed in Ire-
land in 1920 from the
former 17th (Ar-
mored Car) Tank
Battalion, Tank
Corps,whoin Austin
armored cars was
the first British Army
unit to enter Ger-
many in 1918.
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ARMORED CARS AT THE ROYAL
"DURNAMENT CONTINUED....

"Also at Earls Court, but sadly not running ,
was the Lanchester. The only remaining ex-
ample of 39 built, the Lanchester has been
recently restored. The tires, believed to be
orignal, were wearing out due to their great
ageand were virtually impossible toreplace.
They had been regulalrly rotated to save
wear. Now they have been injected with a
urethane material known as Tyrfil... they
are imperishable, puncture proof and yet
still look completely original. They are now
one of the strongest parts of the car.

To carry out the work, the tires were sent to
the manufacturer's plant where they were
injected with Tyrfil at high pressure. Back
in place within a week, they look wonderful.

Most applications relate to shop tractors
and earthmovers, but increasingly rare
wheeled exhibits are being treated. Motor-
ists should not think that they have found
the answer to punctures, speeds for treated
tires are restricted to about 20mph. The rest
of the car is veryoriginal,and apart from the
gunner's seat, intact.

“.anchesterswere built from 1927 until 1932,
taling four prototypes, 18 Mk I,4 MK Ia,
.+ MK II and 6 Mk ITa. The Mk I and Ta had

twin rear tires while the Ils had singles tires
all round. Other differences were in the tur-
rets, Mk s I and IT had circular, flat-topped
cupolas while Ia and ITa vehicles had cupo-
las with sloping sides.

The Museum car is a Mk II, the 34th car
built, one of four ordered in 1931. The cen-
sus numbers for these machines were F960
to F963, with registrations from MT9754 to
MT9757.

The Museum machine is marked as a 12th
Lancers car, as used in the early 1930s after
their return from Egypt. Some time ago I
met a former Lancer who has fond memo-
ries of the cars while serving in them in the
Saar in 1935. He recalls vividly cleaning and
polishing them, including the wheel rims
under the tires!

By 1939, 26 machines were still in service.
Allbut four served in Malaya, and some saw
action against the Japanese. Of the others
that remained in the UK, one was appar-
ently converted to a passenger car for VIPs
during 1940, while two served briefly with
the free Belgian armored car squadron for
training in 1941.

Technically the Lanchesters were more ad-
vanced than the earlier cars they replaced.
They used a purpose-built chassis, rather
than one adapted from a car or truck design.
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The 40 hp six-cylinder engine was mounted
at the front, driving the two rear axles via a
three-speed epicycle pre-selected gearbox
and a two-speed auxiliary gearbox. Arma-
ment was good for its day, a .50 caliber and
a 303 caliber Vickers gun in the turret,
along with a second .303 machinegun along-
side the driver. Some vehicles did away with
the .303 mounted next to the driver and
fitted a No 9 radio sef instead.

Crew was four men. Definitely in the heavy
class, the Lanchester weighed around 7 tons
with armor up to 9mm thick. At 20 feet long,
6' 7" wide and 9' 3" tall, and a 53 foot
turning circle, they were quite a handful.

Contemporary light tanks were smaller and
lighter, slightly better armored but many
carried only one Vickers machinegun and
never more than two in the later Mk V and
Mk VI series from 1934.

All of the vehicles performed well at the
Tournament, with only minor maintenance
needed over the three-week show period. A
tribute to their original builders and the
Museum which looks after them. Overall
the cars can be said, with toungue in cheek,
in the words of a long-ago cavalryman about
the horse arm, " to have added tone to what
would have otherwise havebeen an unseemly
brawl".

The Tank
Museum
Lanchester Mk
I, the 34th
vehicle in the
series built.
Photo copyright,
The Tank
Museum.
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Letters

Dear Dave:

Ifanyone has them, I would like to purchase
two of the older Revell (or Adams) 1/40th
scale M20 Utility Cars. I've also recently
purchased the following armored car Kits
and thought you might like to have my reac-
tions:

1). Sovereign 1/35th Ferret Mk2. Quite
nicely done.

2). Sovereign 1/35th SdKfz 231. Too solid
and heavy akit, I like to do interior detailing
and this kit doesn't allow any interior work.

3). Sovereign 1/35th Daimler MKk 1. Again
too solid and heavy, hollow turret will allow
some interior detail. (I also have a Bandai
1/48th kit, what a beauty).

4). ADV M8 Greyhound. A nice kit with
plenty of interior capability.

5). ADV Staghound. Again a very nice kit
with interior detail capability.

Finally I'd like to see an article on the South
African Marmon-Herrington series of ar-
mored cars. Ken Briscoe, 16 Cawder Dr. N,
Calgary, Alberta T2L 019, CANADA.

«.I'll be running an article on the M-H Mk IV
soon, hang in there. ed.

Dear Dave:
In response to Dave Hansen's question

Dear Dave:

If anyone out there has a some spare SdKfz
250/3 parts; wheels, suspension, tracks, in-
terior parts, etc., please getin touch with me.
I'veafew ADV 250'swaitingon me! Thanks.
Doug Somers, 910 N Gibbons, Arlington
Heights, IL 60004.

Dear Dave:

Thanks for the recent 'plug' regarding
MAFVA. Not mentioned was our Informa-
tion Service which is run by myself. This is
virtually a free facility except that members
are expected to provide IRC's or SAE's for
my responce, copying costs may arise too.
This is not a sales pitch nor am I trying to
poach your members. I simply wantto make
them aware that the data they seek exists.

I personally enjoyed the Baltic States Armor
1918-40 by Ed Bernardo and the Greek
armor articles. Perhaps you would allow me
to add further:

Estonia: purchased only one Landsverk
armored car, an L180 in 1936, for service
with the police at Tallin. Armament was a
20mm Madsen and a couple of machine
guns. The side doors carried the force badge
that included a lion on the logo.

Trieste/Henriquez Collection: Rumor has it
that the Italian Army has all this equipment
with a view to restoring and preserving it in
a covered museum.

Greece: Around 1922-23 a quantity of 40
reconditioned war surplus Peerless lorries
were purchased, they were converted to
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a/cars and fitted with Vickers armor plate.
A picture exists in the magazine Old Motor.

White/Laffly: The Yugoslav Army obtaix
an early version of this vehicle. -

Please note that GeofT Lacey's plan service
(3154 South Lane, New Malden, Surrey KT3
5RR, Great Britian) has covered many afv's
some 550 vehicle drawings being available
direct from him. Both armor and sofiskins
from all nationalities are available. Send a
large SAE and a P/O for a pound (UK only)
or send four IRC's (foreign/US) to cover
postage of a list. John Bawmann, 102 Clock-
house Lane, Collier Row, Romford, Essex,
RMS5 30T, Great Britian.

...One of G. Lacey's drawings is in this issue,

the ACY. Geoff's originals are in 1/76th scale
the slight fuzziness is caused by my enlarging
them to 1/35th, they hold up well because of
his tskill...for those that may have forgotten,

the address for MAF VA is c/o Gary Williams,

15 Berwick Ave., Heaton Mersey, Stockport,

Cheshire SK4 3AA, Great Britian, ask for the
current rates, and enclosean IRC to help with

postage.

Dear Dave:

Just came back from Saumur, enclosed is a
photo of the Panhard AMD 178 rebuiltfrom
bits and pieces (see photo below ). 1 also hay
two requests, does anyone know which Fre
French unitshad the Dodge WC 55 (with the
37mm gun in 1944-45? Does anyone have a
1/32d scale Pratt and Whitney Wasp engine
from Williams Brothers? Patrice Debucquoy,
35-6 rue des Ecoles, 59390 Lys lez Lannoy,
FRANCE.

about the 20mm Breda gun for the Sahari-
ana I seem to remember pictures of the
Breda gun apearing in one of the ORBIS
-War Machine issues... not sure which
one. Also some time ago (1983?) an Ital-
ian manufacturer called Amati madea 1/
32dscale metal kit of the Breda 20mm on
its pedestal mount. The kit was a little
crude, with some (but insufficient) photo
etched brass parts. The instruction sheet
was also poor with no mention of ammo
feed. For something to go with the car, I
would suggest the old Italeri kit #303 (no,
not the S.M.L.E. rifle) Italian Paratroop-
ers Divisione "Folgore"'. Besides the fig-
ures you get 3 helmets, several rifles and
carbines, plus tworiflesin scabbards (air
drop) and a portable radio. R.E. Driscoll,

Southgate, MI. ==
...the Italian company ITALSEDI, via F.

Marchetti 19, 00199 Rome, Italy, makes
a 1/35th resin AS37 light lorry with the
20mm Breda on its pedestal mount. [
don't know the cost. ed.
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| MORRIS - COMMERCIAL CS9/LAC 4 X 2 ARMORED RECONNAISSANCE CAR
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Crew 4. 100 built 1937-8 using extended 15 cwt chassis. 38 taken to France in 1939 by 12th Lan-
cers the only armored car regiment of BEF. Also used by 11th Hussars in Libya. All withdrawn from
‘| service by Spring 1941.

Scale 1/35th Drawing Copyright © Geoff Lacey, September 1991
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EDITORIAL POLICY: The purpose of the ARMORED
CAR Newsletter is to, "promote interest in; and ex-
change information on; the history, development, col-
lection, preservation, and modeling of wheeled fight-
ing vehicles from around the world". In supportof this
goal, ARMORED CAR encourages international co-
operation in researching the history of the develop-
ment and usage of wheeled fighting vehicles from
their initial introduction to the present time. Subscrib-
ers are asked to support ARMORED CAR by submit-
ting material (photos, drawings, articles, etc.) for pub-
lication. Amember's subscription will be extended by
one issue for each time their material is used. All
material is copyrighted by ARMORED CAR and nore-
production in whole or in part is permitted without
written permission.
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Armored Car
Reconnaissance
Morris (AC9)

Length: 15ft 7 1/211
Width: 6 ft 8 1/2in —
Height: 7t 3 in
Armor: 7mm
Armament: (1) BOYS
. A.T. Rifle (1) Bren LMG
i Rower: Morris
Commercial 96hp
Range: 240 miles

SCHEDULE: ARMORED CAR is published six (6)

times a year in January, March, May, July, September
and November.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: U.S. $10.00 for six issues
via surface mail. Canada, $12.00 via airmail. All
others, $15.00 via airmail. Payment should be in U.S.
funds. Subscriptions begin with the first issue after
receipt of payment. Send remittance or correspon-
dence to ARMORED CAR, 556 N 3RD ST, WOOD-
BURN, OR 97071 U.S.A. Checks or Money Orders
should be made payable to ARMORED CAR.
BACK ISSUES: Copies of ARMORED CAR #
through #6 are available for $2.00 each. .
STAFF: David R. Haugh, Publisher & Editor. Bryce
P. Haugh, Circulation Manager. This issue of ARMORED
CAR is Copyright © September 1991 by ARMORED CAR
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